 
Rotary Charities Grant Awards Totaling $530,000
Announced for Spring 2010 
Traverse City, Mich. – Twenty-two grants totaling $530,000 were announced today at the Traverse City Rotary Club by Ed Downing, Chairperson of Rotary Charities of Traverse City.  These grants were awarded based on applications received during the spring 2010. In addition, $38,260 was granted between February and May 2010.  

Capital and Single Year Program Grants Total: $348,706

	Alzheimer’s Association: Capital Grant 

To purchase new computer hardware and software for public education, caregiver training and a 24-hour helpline.  
	$4,480

	American Red Cross: Program Grant

To provide funding for a part-time Health and Safety Officer, which will result in additional services, certifications and training 
	$30,000

	Bay Area Recycling for Charities: Capital Grant 

To support the purchase of composting equipment to provide curbside recycling and create Traverse City’s first community composting site at the Barns property.   
	$49,000

	Catholic Human Services – Host Homes Program: Program Grant

To provide funding for homeless youth, including stipends for their housing
	$50,000

	Conflict Resolution: Capital Grant

To provide funds for an office renovation and increase in office space
	$7,500

	Freedom Builders: Program Grant 
To purchase construction materials for home rehabilitation of substandard housing in our region
	$65,000

	Herman Park – Suttons Bay: Capital Grant 
A 1:1 matching grant to support the Phase I construction activities (engineering drawings, parking, pavilion and tennis courts) at the Herman Park property in Suttons Bay 
	$50,000

	Grow Benzie: Capital Grant 
A 1:1 matching grant to renovate a greenhouse, complete the teaching/demonstration kitchen, and establish a safe and accessible entrance to the building
	$40,000

	Nagonaba Footpath: Capital Grant 

To support construction of a rustic, low-impact trail linking the village, public school, Leelanau Children’s Center and the marina 
	$5,000

	Northwest Michigan Horticultural Research Foundation: Program Grant

To support the FARM (Farmer Assistance and Resource) program, which assists beginning farmers to increase economic viability,  environmental stewardship, and community leadership
	$47,720


Multiple Year Capacity Building and Program Grants Total: $181,294

	Big Brothers Big Sisters: Organizational Capacity Building Grant, Year 3

To restructure and design a fund development program
	$20,000

	Father Fred Foundation: Organizational Capacity Building Grant, Year 2

To fund a Volunteer Coordinator who will manage, recruit, train and retain a large pool of volunteers
	$30,000

	Great Lakes Children’s Museum: Organizational Capacity Building Grant, Year 2

To increase organizational capacity in fundraising, marketing and staff/volunteer training


	$35,000

	Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy: Program Grant, Year 2

To recruit and train an engaged volunteer force to fulfill operational needs at publically-owned natural areas 
	$32,319

	Inland Seas Education Association: Organizational Capacity Building Grant, Year 3

To conduct an organizational capacity assessment prior to increasing fundraising staff.  
	$2,100

	Michigan Land Use Institute: Program Grant , Year 2
To provide outreach and education on public transit and rails, and increase collaboration of regional transit agencies
	$35,000

	Northwest Michigan Health Services: Program Grant, Year 2
To increase training of medical interpreters to meet the needs of non-English speaking patients
	$17,500

	Scenic Trails Boy Scout Council: Organizational Capacity Building Grant, Year 3
To provide salary support for a Development Coordinator to assist staff and board in fundraising, donor communication and database management
	$9,375


Rotary Charities also awards Planning Grants to assist in the initial phases of planning and assessment for capital, program and capacity building efforts. Applications are accepted on a monthly basis; eleven grants totaling $38,260 have been awarded between January and May 2009. 

Of the grants awarded, nearly $260,000 were for projects that help implement the  Grand Vision.  “We provide funding to a wide range of organizations in our region,” stated Marsha Smith, Executive Director for Rotary Charities.  “And while funding is distributed through many sectors, the key criterion for funding is meeting community need.  By involving over 15,000 residents in our region, the Grand Vision has established a framework that identified what is important to our region now and in the future.  This framework has helped to guide our grantmaking.” 
The next opportunity for multiple year and small capital (under $100,000) grant requests will be September 1, 2010. 

Check the Charities’ web site (www.rotarycharities.org) for further information and forms, or contact the Rotary Charities office at 231.941.4010. 

ABOUT ROTARY CHARITIES 
Since its inception in the mid-70s, Rotary Charities has distributed more than $39.4 million in the form of more than 600 grants to organizations and non-profits in Grand Traverse, Leelanau, Benzie, Kalkaska and Antrim counties. The public foundation was formed following the discovery in July of 1976 of oil and natural gas reserves on property owned by the Traverse City Rotary Club. Its purpose over the years has been to distribute interest income generated from the oil and gas royalties to organizations throughout the five-county region of Northwest Michigan. More information is available at www.rotarycharities.org.
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