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Rotary Charities Grant Awards Totaling Over $ 520,000
Announced for Spring 2009 
Traverse City, Mich. – Sixteen grants totaling $520,874 were announced today at the Traverse City Rotary Club by Dr. Don Fraser, Chairperson of Rotary Charities of Traverse City.  These grants were awarded based on applications received during the spring 2008 Grant Cycle. In addition, $53,000 was recently granted to 11 area nonprofits to assist with organizational, programmatic or capital planning initiatives. Since its inception in 1977, Rotary Charities has awarded $39,420,395 in grants to the five-county Grand Traverse region. 
New Capital and Single Year Program Grants:
Concord Montessori School - Mancelona: $7,500 [Capital]
To support the construction of an irrigation system for the school and community garden.

Elk Rapids Schools Tennis Courts: $40,000  [Capital]

To support the construction of four new tennis courts at the school.

Girl Scouts of Michigan Shore to Shore: $2,000 [Program]
To support the design and implementation of a social networking site that is safe and accessible to Girls Scouts in our region. 

The Rock of Kingsley Youth Center: $70,000  [Capital]
To support the renovation of the former Kingsley Fire Hall into a youth center in the village of Kingsley.

The Village of Mancelona – Palmer Park Revitalization: $40,500  [Capital]
To support improvements to the baseball fields, restrooms, tennis courts and basketball courts at the Village park. 
New Multiple Year Organizational Capacity Building and Program Grants:
Father Fred Foundation: $44,500 [Organizational Capacity Building]

To support the development and staffing of a volunteer management program for the Foundation. 

Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy: $36,319 [Program]

To support the “Partners in Service” program, building stewardship of publically held natural areas throughout the region. 
Great Lakes Children’s Museum: $50,000 [Organizational Capacity Building]
 
To strengthen fundraising, marketing and volunteer development.  
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Michigan Land Use Institute: $50,000 [Program]

To support the “Transit and Trains – Keeping the Grand Vision on Track” program; providing community outreach, convening transit stakeholders, implementing transportation-related projects, and targeting resources for transit funding.  
Northwest Michigan Health Services: $25,000 [Program]

To support a medical interpretation and training program for the Northwest Michigan Health Services Clinic. 
Renewals of Multiple Year Organizational Capacity Building Grants
Big Brothers Big Sisters: $35,000 [Capacity: Year 2 of funding]

To restructure and create a fund development program and staffing plan, and provide board training.    

Inland Seas: $35,000 [Capacity: Year 2 of funding]

To provide support for a Development Director, create an executive transition plan and provide staff and board training. 
Michael’s Place: $15,000 [Capacity; Year 3 of funding]
To provide board governance, planning, budgeting and continuing evaluation.  

Northwestern Michigan College: ImMigrant Action Program: $15,000 [Capacity; Year 3 of funding]
To support the coordination and implementation of a language and education program for immigrant and migrant members of the Grand Traverse community. 

Scenic Trails Council: $18,750 [Capacity; Year 2 of funding]
To support a shared vision and strategic plan, create a volunteer recruiting and management system, and develop a fundraising plan.  
United Way Volunteer Center: $36,305 [Capacity; Year 3 of funding] 
To support an organizational development project within the Volunteer Center to expand recruitment and outreach in Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska and Leelanau Counties. 
Rotary Charities also awards Planning Grants to assist in the initial phases of planning and assessment for capital, program and capacity building efforts. Applications are accepted on a monthly basis, and eleven grants have been awarded between January and May 2009. 

New Planning Grants awarded during spring 2009:
	Antrim County Conservation District; $5,000

	Child & Family Services: $5,000

	City of Traverse City/Garfield Township: $5,000


	Fishtown Preservation Society: $5,000
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GT Area Parkinson’s Support: $5,000

	Leelanau Conservancy: $5,000

	Old Town Playhouse: $5,000

	TART Trails: $3,000

	The Watershed Center: $5,000

	Third Level Crisis Intervention: $5,000

	Traverse City Area Chamber Foundation: $5,000


The deadline for applications for Charities’ next grant cycle is September 1, 2009, and includes all Capital, Program and Organizational Capacity grant requests. Potential grant applicants can check Charities’ web site (www.rotarycharities.org) for further information and forms, or contact the Rotary Charities office at 231.941.4010. 

 

ABOUT ROTARY CHARITIES 
Since its inception in the mid-70s, Rotary Charities has distributed more than $39 million in the form of more than 600 grants to organizations and non-profits in Grand Traverse, Leelanau, Benzie, Kalkaska and Antrim counties. The public foundation was formed following the discovery in July of 1976 of valuable oil and natural gas reserves on property owned by the Traverse City Rotary Club. Its purpose over the years has been to distribute interest income generated from the oil and gas royalties to organizations throughout the five-county region of Northwest Michigan. More information is available at www.rotarycharities.org.

# # # 
